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Dear Mr Boomer

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST – REF: FOI2026/00173

We are writing with our reply to your email of 2 January requesting access to information 
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). We apologise for the delay in your request. 
You asked for:

“I would like to now make the same request for the period 04 December 1997 – 03 
December 1999”

For reference, under FOI2025/38272 you previously asked for the following information from 
03 December 1995- 03 December 1997:

“I am writing to request access to all documentation and records relating to the 
disappearance of flight 9H-ABU on December 3, 1995, which was en route from 
Djerba to Malta. This tragic incident resulted in the loss of five passengers and the 
pilot. My brother, Desmond Boomer, was one of the passengers on the plane, and 
this personal connection is my reason for making this Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request. 

Specifically, I am seeking the following information:

1. All reports, memos, and internal communications pertaining to the disappearance 
of flight 9H-ABU.
2. Any correspondence with external agencies, organizations or governments, 
related to the incident.
3. Investigation findings and conclusions regarding the cause of the disappearance.
4. Records of any search and rescue operations conducted in response to the 
incident.
5. Any other relevant documentation or records held by the Department. 

I understand that some information may be exempt from disclosure; however, I kindly 
request that any non-exempt material be made available to me. If possible, I would 
appreciate receiving the requested documents in electronic format via email.”

Following a search within the timeframe of 04 December 1997 to 03 December 1999, we 
can confirm that we hold some information relevant to your request. 
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A review of the information to consider possible release has concluded that it can be 
released in full. A copy is attached.

Crown Copyright

The copies of information being supplied to you continue to be protected by the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any 
non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other 
re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCDO will have been produced by government 
officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  To re-use Crown Copyright documents 
please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website.

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 
the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 
ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 
Copyright) information.

If you wish to request a review of our response, please contact us via email at 
Information.Rights@fcdo.gov.uk, or send a written request to the Information Rights Unit at 
the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, located at Room WH1.144, King 
Charles Street, London, SW1A 2AH. When requesting an internal review, it would be 
beneficial if you could provide reasons for your dissatisfaction with our initial response. 
Please be aware that you have 40 working days from the date of this letter to submit your 
request. 

Should you remain unsatisfied with the outcome of your review, you have the option to 
escalate your case to the Information Commissioner, who will evaluate our response to you 
and determine if we have complied with legal requirements. You should make complaints to 
the ICO within six weeks of receiving the outcome of an internal review.  It is important to 
note that the Information Commissioner generally cannot issue a decision unless you have 
completed the FCDO review process as described above. You can reach the Information 
Commissioner at the Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF, or submit a complaint online at the Information 
Commissioners Website.

Yours sincerely,

Historical Information Rights Team

For information about how the FCDO handles personal information please see our Personal Information Charter
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