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REPORT ON BOARD OF ENQUIRY HELD AT THE LAW COURTS,
MALTA ON NOVEMBER 14TH 1996 AT 15.00 HRS.

TTENDED PERSONALLY B'— HON. CONSUL FOR

'RELAND IN MALTA.,
Briefly, the following points emerged as the major oacs:-

1) A set of photos were exhibited which were taken by the Maltese Charge
d’Affaires in Tunisia. They seemed to indicate that they are photos of the Piper
Lance aircraft. Naturally only alleged parts of the plane were shawn on the
photos together with documents, keys, money ctc which were owned by the
pilot.

2) It also appears that the Tunisian Authorities have been making it very
difficult, to put it mildly, for the Maltese Authorities to have access to the
actual debris, as well as to the contents that they have allegedly found in an
area outside Tunisian Territorial Waters.

3) What « nerged today as testified b- Perrnanent Secretary in
the Ministty of Transport and Communications, as per lerter dated 13th

November sent by the Tunisian Autharities is as fullows:-
d) The Tunisians have finalised their own enquiry and concluded that,

« the incident occurred 1 international waters

» there was no trace of fire on the aircraft, but the plane became &
wreck due to water suiface shock.

» That since the plane is registered in Malta the Maltese Authorities
are responsible for the Enquiry.

4) It appears that the debris 1s in the passession of the Tunisian Ministry of
Interior.  The Maltese Authorities have requested on several occasions to be
allowed ta see the debris but up till today it has been refused, They accepted
tu allow the Chargé d’ Affaires to take the photos, mentioned above.

When asked by. if the identity of the fishermen who allepedly
W the debris and itenmis was known Mr Mangion r ‘nlied in the pe. .«
fuestion was also asked by the Maltese Authorities
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6) The feeling of the Chairman of (he Enquity is summed up as follows:-

hy are they (the Tunisians) being so difficult. at the same time that they say
y want to co-operate”  This [act was taised in many a nole verhale,

Ihe answer given to this point by Multa’s Amibassador in Tunisia was
“bureaucracy, centralisation and stil! very sensitive to the Press”,

7 The Board of Enquiry was informed that a Maltese contingent was due
to sail to the area indicated by the Tunisians within the next few days with
divers and other equipment.  The Imalian Government have also offered their
help since Lampedusa Island is going to be used as a base for the transportation
via helicopter to the area indicated by the Tunisian Authoritieg.

Lastly, the Chairman of the Board of Linquiry emphasised once again the need
for immediate clearance by the Timisian Authorities for the Board of Enquiry

to go to Tunisia and canty out all the necessary checks and interropations, Tt is
vital that this is done as soon as possible.

The Meeting was adjourned sine dic
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