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Search for missing plane called off

" arch for the gingle-eagine
L%;;]p!ﬁne which we:?cng:issing R
a fight kerween Malts, and Tunisia
was officially calied off on Friday
alter 8ix davs, the Deparipient of
Informatior. said.

Ansther search for tha cix mise-
ing men, includipg threa Meltaae,
was carried out last Sunday bat it
alto fe vad wneaccasaful.

Aleggthy DOI statement sien
tions three inadents which cun shed
a light on what heppened ta the

P :

Om the day it was reparted niss-
ing, an Excelair pione inveved ia
the search scid it had seen what
Yoolkad tike an upturned life-raft. Toe
ohject wap pever sear again.

The next day the Maltece author-
itja8 recaived o message frors the
Tunimar zutherities saying that the
ship SupﬂAﬂmyh&drﬂdvﬁd a
distress cali at 4.41 a.m., the day of
the incident.
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Ar, intensivd ssarmh wa3 upsuc-
caﬁsﬂ‘ﬂb' carripa out in the ares odi-

catao

That Mondey, tha Bestue Cocr-
dinaton Committae o Melta was
aloe informed that areuad 4 p.m.
ite Cosst Guezd in Djerba had
received A mmi:&e $rom aEhip 28Y-
ing it pad spatt a.rad and white
dnghv with s people onboard call

ing for balp
%méfiﬁlm Cantre preaszd the
Tusizian awhcrities foe wore infore
matian only £ be 1013 @ fey minutes
lator that tha (eafiilut had “can-
called” itz mresrvus rapoyt.

The Piper Lanes light aircef, an
itn way fivm Dierha to Malta, van-
inned abeat 300 miles south west of

Mclta Mmm .
Thalast ofigal mesnage from e
anered wea rassived by Tunisian ai

tramfs eontecllyrs ab ground 6.1) -

a.m. oa Sundsy wken avepything
appeazed narmal
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But ihe plane never inads cmfact
wita Maltess aur raffic controllers
and the elarm was raised.  ~

The Malters o1 board wars pilot
o pmet Bartalo, Philip Farmuge sad
Matthew Aquiiine. The other pas-
sopgvzs were Briton Miks Willilama,
Iriahmen Deamond Boomer and
Tudass Corny frow B '

The DOLoaid the Armed Fopoe
Dperations Cenirs ozgnalred the
vearch operation with the Transpart
Ministry, the Civil Avietion %
meqt and the Foreign Affair
BTy.

The fire: phaze of the sasrch cov-

rod the areh where ths viane wos
belisved to have heen loat. The

ubymamhmiﬁeawmb!mduf

the incident and Tunixia was atked
to help its flight informastion
mgwn. & .

Twin-angine Excelair private
planss left Luge to search for the

missing piane the morning the
B LA LT L

Nec

\SAS

Also jolning the search wera two
helicopters fizay the Ttalian Military
Mizsian, a US Navy P8 Crion from
Naples and privets alrerafl,

% pext day 11 planaes, both mil-
itary and dyilian, were involved in
the geq b, The search covered areas
i both: the Tupisian and Libyaa
Qight infgrmation regions. Both
Libyan wrd Tupisian planss weare
sakad o dia W

An Italian Wavy ship and a UK
ship belongirig %o Biitish Gas slec
loinad tha seayth. -

Tha acatinuaxd without

‘aucopss on Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday and Friday wher it wag
officially called off. .
No searh was cerried oui o Sats
urdey but on Bunday one of the
adr plaoas, ik Two ner-
SUon B zp_’ﬂimuo:&;ﬁmy
pearched betwesn Malta ard
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